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Even Higher Than Angels
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1 Please see, for example the essay ‘The Midrashic Imagination’ by Michael Fishbane.
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2 See Rashi to Gen. 25:26 who suggests that Jacob was in fact the elder.
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[1] Mo’ ed Katan 27b.
[2] David Daube, Studies in Biblical Law, Cambridge: University Press, 1947.
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[1] Midrash Tanchuma (Buber), parshat Acharei Mot 7.
[2] Leviticus Rabbah 20:9.

[3] Midrash Tanchuma, ad loc.

[4] Yalkut Shimoni, 1:524.

[5] MidrashTanchuma, ad loc.

[6] Aggadah (Buber), VayikralO.

[7] Leviticus Rabbah 20:10.
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Of Love and Hate
Acharei Mot, Kedoshim
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Faith as a Journey

Emor
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The Chronological Imagination
Behar, Bechukotai
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[1] Schrodinger's cat 1s the name given to the thought experiment proposed by the
Austrian physicist Erwin Schrodinger i 1935 to dramatise the paradoxical nature of
quantum physics. It nvolves thinking about a cat in a sealed box whose fate depends
on an earlier random event mvolving subatomic particles. According to the
Copenhagen mterpretation of quantum theory, the particles exist only in a state of
probability until they are measured. It follows that the cat 1s only alive or dead once
the box 1s opened. Until then, it 1s equally true to say that it 1s alive and that 1t 1s dead.

[2] Think of Joseph, seen by his brothers but not recognised, or the spies sent by
Moses who saw the land but misinterpreted what they saw.

[3] Umberto Cassuto, Commentary on Genesis, vol 1 (Jerusalem: Magnes Press
1961), pp. 12-15

[4] One classic account 1s Martin Rees, Just Six Numbers (London: Weidenfeld &
Nicolson, 1999).

[5] Not that Aristotle was narrowly Aristotellan. He was one of the first philosophers
to realise that different intellectual disciplines had different criteria of truth and
different internal logics.
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[S] Rambam Hilchot Talmud Torah
Chapter 3 Halachah 1 With three crowns
was Israel crowned -- with the crown of
Torah, the crown of priesthood, and the
crown of sovereignty. The crown of
priesthood was bestowed on Aaron . . .
The crown of sovereignty was given to
David . . . The crown of Torah, however,
1s for all Israel, as it 1s said, “Moses
commanded wus the Torah, as an
inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.”
Whoever desires it can win it. Do not
suppose that the other two crowns are
greater than the crown of Torah, for it is
said, “By me [the Torah] kings reign and
princes decree justice. By me, princes
rule.” Hence we learn the crown of Torah
1s greater than the other two crowns.

an1'"'on A2 2 719 NN T N
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VT MXIY TIT 12 D27 NN nd 071y

"IN NN D LTA) WD IRODIE N D7IYY
NIX NN MRXIY 7R 207 pmiTaivi naim
NQ' XYW M 7D ARy NN nwlin nwn 17
D'7IT2 D'NON DNIRY INRN KDY 710

DI’ 071 2 MIK KN N NN NN
nTn? XN LIYY DY D pRTX peint 0nrnl

DNYN 2ITA NN NDWY.

[6] Rambam Hilchot Talmud Torah
Chapter 1 Halachah 2 A duty rests on
every scholar in Israel to teach all
disciples who seek instruction from him,
even if they are not his children, as it is
said, “And you shall teach them diligently
to your children”. According to traditional
authority, the term children”
includes disciples, for disciples are called
children, as it is said, “And the sons of the
prophets [meaning, the disciples of the

“your

prophets] came forth” (I Kings 2:3).
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[7] Rambam Hilchot Talmud Torah
Chapter 5 Halachah 1 Just as a person is
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commanded to honour and revere his
father, so he is under an obligation to
honour and revere his teacher, even to a
greater extent than his father, for his father
gave him life in this world, while his
teacher who instructs him in wisdom
secures for him life in the world to come.
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[8] Devarim Chapter 6 Verse 7 Teach
them to your children and speak of them
when you are at home, when travelling on
the road, when you lie down and when you

rise up.
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The Danger of Suspicion
Matot, Masei
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A Sense of History
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To Renew our Days

Nitzavim, Vayelech
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3 There is an important lesson here: It is the prayers we pray for others, and others pray for us, that are answered;
not always those we pray for ourselves That is why when we pray for the healing of the sick or the comfort of the
mourners we do so specifically “in the midst of others” who are ill or bereaved. As Judah Halevi pointed out in The
Kuzari, the interests of individuals may conflict with one another, which is why we pray communally, seeking the
collective good.
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4 This is Radak and Ralbag’s understanding of the event. Abarbanel finds it difficult to believe that there were no
other copies of the Torah preserved even during the idolatrous periods of the nation’s history, and suggests that
what was discovered sealed in the Temple was Moses’ own Torah, written by his hand.
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8 public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Ronald Reagan, 1987, 1040-43.



P bt bm dmd s o i dle 058 & 5 (0 458 Olen 1) Sl S bo Ll (g 5 o5 poned
e 2 L1 il S el s S G s 0l JU S ol g 3 oo 65

&)M‘)@%ijuju\;@‘j@cd

ﬂijaﬁJ}Sﬁ.&bwL;;fl{‘&dux:; sl (6 o LS o 5l sk 5SS e oS
OLlst & (85 oS Sl @57 a3 aen 3l i Gl e 4T 1S S0 0l s sl st Ll
i 51 oS pyls S o "0l T o g (K hgel o g e (5058 Coini e 5 Sl
)s.usfo.\:.wﬂj\)\u:éjs\fub:liabc\‘\f‘ﬁ"j\ﬁbvw¢m|ﬂ)34¢~m¢)&:‘&ﬂ”u)w

"lasi g, (@l Lasls gy 51" 13 5 S (o)l ol a6 4o 5l den I i Sl

i S5 o5 T 0B S il el s o S s iy e by Lol il e s Gl
et bl L g et 4T 0T e Bl b sh e Lo e e L Laslgs L sl 31 (gl ol Bl e LS

A o gl Ll e Ll 5 S L 3w S il a5 gla $Kla i L s Olele b ps e g )

4.3cr.ﬂo.,\.aTl?S)'Hf:}s43‘_;)3731.1}@!‘5‘”).56\.&4.@&J%AQJ,QJJL» oj';é‘b.}@;¢d\j>.-ob\€;5

st s S
?w@b\;q}\&gS’r.i\ov\.i:o.,\}\}ﬁljé‘_gwqL\s\&‘ﬂ?ﬁmwkﬁudTav\i\qq

Lo 5 5l LIt s a0y 355 (ol en b by 0 8 550 o8 (o ol Olon )3 s 4 b5 G5 sislej 4 U
wlo (B 150 03 ol ol s Sk (@) e 03 o1l b 6 — SIS Ol 53 1) ol el S
v_faly'.j,uj,\;,“TuﬁLU'|m&@wgﬁ.,)um{@p\\ﬂ;pj,\sb;,ﬁ'u@xﬁg.\\pauﬁ
b3 Ll s plell b 03 S S8 T 4 487 LS L L 0l Sl ol g 5 A3l L 016 ol g 03,
4 bl S s g sl sl T Ll Sl s (e (V1D b ad ) "l a3l B slassy Asle | 5

das eaalsl s Ol



The Singers and the Song

Nitzavim, Vayelech
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7 “Kidmat davar,” preface to Ha’amek Davar, 3.
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8 Erich Auerbach, Mimesis: The Representation of Reality in Western Literature (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2013), 3-23.

? Ibid., 12.

1 gruch HaShulchan, Choshen Mishpat, introduction.

1 Ejruvin 13b; Gittin 6b.
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2 Wordsworth, “Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey, On Revisiting the Banks of the Wye During a Tour, July
13, 1798 (Favourite Poems [Mineola, NY: Dover, 1992], 23).
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14 Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, 11:40.
15 See Elias Canetti, Crowds and Power (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1973).
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16 Exodus Rabbah 29:1.
17 Emmanuel Levinas, “Revelation in the Jewish Tradition,” in The Levinas Reader, ed. Sean Hand (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell,
2001), 190-210.
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