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[1] Schrodinger's cat 1s the name given to the thought experiment proposed by the
Austrian physicist Erwin Schrodinger in 1935 to dramatise the paradoxical nature of
quantum physics. It involves thinking about a cat in a sealed box whose fate depends
on an earlier random event mvolving subatomic particles. According to the
Copenhagen mterpretation of quantum theory, the particles exist only mn a state of
probability until they are measured. It follows that the cat 1s only alive or dead once
the box 1s opened. Untl then, 1t 1s equally true to say that it 1s alive and that 1t 1s dead.

[2] Think of Joseph, seen by his brothers but not recognised, or the spies sent by
Moses who saw the land but misinterpreted what they saw.

[3] Umberto Cassuto, Commentary on Genesis, vol 1 (Jerusalem: Magnes Press
1961), pp. 12-15

[4] One classic account 1s Martin Rees, Just Six Numbers (London: Weidenfeld &
Nicolson, 1999).

[5] Not that Aristotle was narrowly Aristotelian. He was one of the first philosophers
to realise that different intellectual disciplines had different criteria of truth and
different internal logics.
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