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' This is already implicit in the story of Jacob, Reuben, and Joseph (see below). The Sages also
inferred it from the episode of the daughters of Tzelophehad; see Numbers 27:7; Baba Batra 118b.
? Sanhedrin 107a.
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3 Genesis 29:25-26. A reference to Jacob buying Esau’s birthright and taking his blessing.
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* See Ramban to Gen. 38:8.
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> Ramban to Gen. 26:5.
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® This is the subject of a famous essay by Robert Cover, ‘Nomos and Narrative’, Harvard Law Review
1983-1984, available at
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3690&context=fss _papers. Cover’s
view was that “No set of legal institutions or prescriptions exists apart from the narratives that
locate it and give it meaning. For every constitution there is an epic, for each decalogue a scripture.”
7 Ibn Ezra to Num. 16:1.
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian

www.RabbiSacks.org @ @ @ @ @RabbiSacks
The Rabbi Sacks Legacy Trust, PO Box 72007, London, NW6 6RW = +44 (0)20 7286 6391 « info@rabbisacks.org

© Rabbi Sacks « All rights reserved



