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! See Covenant & Conversation on Mishpatim: “Doing and Hearing.”
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’See George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Metaphors We Live By, University of Chicago Press,
1980.
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* This appears in the opening pages of his work, Kol Nevuah.

*To be sure, the Zohar uses a visual term, ta chazi, “Come and see.” There is a broad
kinship between Jewish mysticism and Platonic or neo-Platonic thought. For both,
knowing is a form of depth-seeing.
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> Indeed, many of the great medieval Jewish philosophers did just that. They did so under
the influence of neo-Platonic and neo-Aristotelian thought, itself mediated by the great
philosophers of Islam. The exception was Judah Halevi in The Kuzari.

® See Adam Philips, Equals, London, Faber and Faber, 2002, xii. See also Salman

Akhtar, Listening to Others: Developmental and Clinical Aspects of Empathy and
Attunement. Lanham: Jason Aronson, 2007.

’ Note that there is a difference between empathy and sympathy. Saying “I hear you” is a
way of indicating — sincerely or otherwise — that | take note of your feelings, not that |
necessarily agree with them or you.
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian
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& For more on the theme of listening, see above, Covenant & Conversation on parshat
Bereishit, “The Art of Listening,” and on parshat Bamidbar, “The Sound of Silence.”
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