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2 The word was coined in 1516 by Sir Thomas More, who used it as the title of

his book.

3 On the wrongness of slavery from a Torah perspective, see the important
analysis in Rabbi N. L. Rabinovitch, Mesilot BiLevavam (Maaleh Adumim:
Maaliyot, 2015), 38-45. The basis of the argument is the view, central to
both the Written Torah and the Mishna, that all humans share the same
ontological dignity as the image and likeness of God. This was in the
sharpest possible contrast to the views, for instance, of Plato and
Aristotle. Rabbi Rabinovitch analyses the views of the Sages, and of

Maimonides and Me'iri, on the phrase “They shall be your slaves forever”
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(Lev. 25:46). Note also the quote he brings from Job 31:13-15, “If I have
denied justice to any of my servants..when they had a grievance against me,
what will I do when God confronts me? What will I answer when called to
account? Did not He who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same One
form us both within our mothers?”
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian
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