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! The Midrash seems to be based on the fact that this is the first verse in the Torah
where the verb d-b-r (to speak) is used. The root a-m-r (to say) has a similar
meaning but there is a slight difference between them. D-b-r usually implies
speaking harshly, judgmentally. See also Ibn Ezra ad loc., who senses from the
text that Noah was reluctant to leave the Ark.
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian
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