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COVENANT & CONVERSATION
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! The Talmud in Rosh Hashanah 17b says that God made a covenant on

the basis of these words, binding Himself to forgive those who, in penitence,
appealed to these attributes. Hence their centrality in the prayers leading up to
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and on Yom Kippur itself.
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2 Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Vol. Science 162, 13

December 1968: no. 3859 pp. 1243-1248.

? Garrett Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Vol. Science 162, 13

December 1968: no. 3859 pp. 1243-1248.

* Long before Garrett Hardin, there was an old Hassidic story about a

village where the people were asked each to donate an amount of wine to fill a
large vat to present to the King on his forthcoming visit to the village. Each villager
secretly contributed only water instead of wine, arguing to themselves that such a
small dilution would not be noticed in the large gift. The King arrived, the villagers
presented him with the vat, he drank from it and said, “It's just plain water.” | guess
many folk traditions have similar stories. This is, in essence, the tragedy of the
commons.
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> See Robert Axelrod, The Evolution of Cooperation. New York: Basic,

1984. Matt Ridley, The Origins of Virtue, Penguin, 1996. Daniel Kahneman,
Thinking, Fast and Slow, Allen Lane, 2011. Martin Nowak and Roger Highfield,
Super Cooperators: Evolution, Altruism and Human Behaviour or Why We Need
Each Other to Succeed, Edinburgh: Canongate, 2011.
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® Kahneman, Thinking, Fast and Slow, 308.
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7 Ara Norenzayan, Big Gods: How Religion Transformed Cooperation and
Conflict, Princeton University Press, 2013, 34-35.

6



ST S s bl ¢ 2aleT 53 0B S 0S5 8y o o 2 4 5
3350 gt 53 S (o B S e [ S Al (w3 Ay S 0 oS
b oS SLS Ll ST Sl Ol le 5 Ll AST w5 B ams (Sl
slazel Kotdy 5 0l ge sl 4 & ST 51 S lils slizel § Siljlme gl

ST e 6353 5 A yls

o gy nite 3,50 3131 b 46 S Oy bl i a5 W | ola 2sle3T ¢ puioman
Sl S b A Oltbn 4 bl T LT S a5y S8en digel 3550 55
sy e opl 03 b st S e 4 55 0L Cad 4 (o 1) Conpy Candis
5odiidy gt 4 & SLS S i Lol sl Klibes gl 4 48T (o3l 31 s
S Ldiae Sy p dsle 8 SLSTT U85 e 0K 4 4 S (Ll sk Ol e
s @y Sljles 8 diteas o3bT 2t (5,108 b Sllone o 1y L8 s Wiglus
plisl 4 Cows oS 3,03 OISl i iyls S8 s (St 4 o5 LS Lyl

J..;j

w\ss,\;;ﬁ,\sg&uw}ﬁw,i:iuﬂuﬁ;i\.@\g;uc‘ﬁgmﬁﬂw
V;P,-)\;,:ﬁ4{,\;ﬁ,)l{g:,w,-u\.p,;,m,'\\,u,};fL@;T:,u;jggﬁgmLfo\,;wa
(g 4 sk ol Sl s et 4 sk VL Ol b ol Ll s S sl

rm sk 2 S 4 b S gl Sl (WSe il ) ol £ 0

8 Ibid., 44-47.
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