
Chanukah Challenge! 

The Chanukah Story in Emojis 

From the days of Alexander the r. of@, Z was under thee of 
the Alexandrian Empire of•==. During the 2 nd century BCE, Z 
came O thee of the Seleucids who were based in�-

The Seleucid leader, Antioch us 4th, who modestly called 
himself Epiphanes, meaning "God made manifest", decided to 

up the pace of Hellenisation on the *s of the land of Z. He 
made it illegal to publicly practise*• erected a & of Zeus in the 
�t, and offered a •, • before it as a sacrifice. 

There is a custom on 
Chanukah to play with special 

spinning tops called dreidels (in 
Yiddish) or sevivonim (in Hebrew). The 

Greeks forbade Jews to learn Torah and so Jews 
would meet in secret to learn, but if a Greek soldier 

walked past, they would pretend to be gambling 
with their dreidels. The words dreidel (Yiddish) and 
sevivon (Hebrew) both mean to turn or spin. The 

dreidel has four sides, which each feature a Hebrew 
letter. In Israel, the letters are Nun, Gimel, Hay and 
Peh. Outside Israel, they're Nun, Gimel, Hay, Shin. 

The letters stand for the Hebrew phrase, "Ness 
Gadol Hayah Poh/Sham", meaning, "A great 

miracle happened here/there" (here for 

those in Israel, there for those 
outside of Israel). 

An 1�1 Priest called Mattityahu, and his :-: =:: =:: :-: - and their supporters 
known to history as the , )( back. 0 the next 3 years they scored a r. 

0 the Seleucids, reconquering Jerusalem and bringing it tc: 0 * sovereignty. 
They cleansed the t� and rededicated it,* the r. iij} that stood in the itifi!. for a 
celebration lasting a days. 
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