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COVENANT & CONVERSATION
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! Three different verbs are used in the narrative to indicate hardening of the
heart: k-sh-h, ch-z-k and k-b-d. They have different nuances: the first
means ‘harden,’ the second, ‘strengthen,” and the third, ‘make heavy.’
2 Maimonides, Hilchot Teshuvah 6:3.
* Albo, Sefer Ikkarim, IV, 25.
* See Ovadiah Sforno’s Commentary to Ex. 7:3.
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>On Enron, see Bethany McLean and Peter Elkind, The Smartest Guys in
the Room: The Amazing Rise and Scandalous Fall of Enron, New York:
Portfolio, 2003.
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® See Beyond Nature, a Covenant & Conversation piece on parshat Noach.
’ Daniel Goleman, Emotional Intelligence, New York: Bantam, 1995.
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8 Stanley Milgram, Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View, New
York: Harper & Row, 1974.
° Philip G. Zimbardo, The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People
Turn Evil, New York: Random House, 2007.
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' Toby Wilkinson, The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt, London:
Bloomsbury, 2010, pp. 72-91. It has been calculated, based on a ten-hour
working day, that one giant block of stone weighing over a ton, would have
to be transported into place every two minutes of every day for twenty
years.
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian
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