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' Maimonides, Responsa, ed. Blau, no. 149.
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> Brachot 43b, Ketubot 67b.
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*1 Samuel 1:13-17.
*Gen 38:1. According to midrashic tradition (Midrash Aggadah, Pesikta
Zutreta, Sechel Tov et al.), Judah was “sent down” or excommunicated by
his brothers for advising them to sell Joseph, after the grief they saw their
father suffer. See also Rashi ad loc.
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® Targum Yonatan identifies her as the daughter of Noah’s son Shem.
Others identify her as a daughter of Abraham’s contemporary Malkizedek.
The truth is, though, that she appears in the narrative without lineage, a
device often used by the Torah to emphasize that moral greatness can
often be found among ordinary people. It has nothing to do with ancestry.
See Alshich ad loc.

5



L kedeshalt zMasl 51 o6l 31 135 (orm e Gos 0313 0L )y S5 e
T"

2y S5 o S g bl zonah b & 5 S ol "5 8 sy om

338 oy a4 S WS 315 5e sl 0 b s
S ol pl Ay o gl 3 4 S (G g Sl e Ll ST 528 ey ole
ol @iy e Aol (63 350 b el D s A 5 A5 3 5l &S S o
oS Sl (51t 1y Sl ey (0 8 n Slilomn 4y L OT (61 5350 0k U3 S5 e
350 5 By Caws 53 1y I3sg o) 5 i ge &S i 53 LT ol s ysT
15 5 .MmucwlwQu‘\sg;;\y:;*fjuu.gsu\ﬂ&)%
ol OAYE i) e Sas e Sl gl e 5 skl ST 4y 45T dagd
Sl el s g sl 4 45 Sy 53 Sl (oS gl I3 se el G s AR
Iy 15 p3Y (matnd Gas 135 4 ol (g dlimed ol Ll g (o 12l j5in " uS™ oo
;\mJuaii.3}5[4{}:Li\”xgu]ufmg}nguﬁaﬂus,&@
358 o0 S 30 4 eSS (S a ) ey & (S Oles ol & i 0 0T
23 (FFXY 5la) 538 ST by Jysl B s st 03 jee plad Sl Ll o
bos S &3l s Sﬁ;yT@\)JJ‘J\M&*U\‘&(\J@Q%;\?

®The text here is full of verbal allusions. Judah has “gone down” just as
Joseph has been “brought down.” Joseph is about to rise to political
greatness. Judah will eventually rise to moral greatness. Tamar’s deception
of Judah is similar to Judah’s deception of Jacob. Both involve clothes:
Joseph’s blood-stained coat, Tamar’s veil. Both reach their climax with the
words Haker na, “Please examine.” Judah forces Jacob to believe a lie.
Tamar forces Judah to recognise the truth.
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" Brachot 34b. Jonathan Sacks, Covenant and Conversation Genesis: The
Book of Beginnings, 303-314.
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian
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