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" Mishnah Avot 4:13. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Talmud

Torah, 3:1.

? Montesquieu’s division, followed in most Western democracies, is

between legislature, executive and judiciary. In Judaism, primary

legislation comes from God. Kings and the Sages had the power to

introduce only secondary legislation, to secure order and “make a fence
1
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around the law.” Hence in Judaism the King was the executive; the
priesthood in biblical times was the judiciary. The “crown of Torah” worn
by the Prophets was a unique institution: a Divinely sanctioned form of
social criticism — a task assumed in the modern age, not always
successfully, by public intellectuals. There is today a shortage of
Prophets. Perhaps there always was.
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3 See Eric Nelson, The Hebrew Republic, Harvard University Press,
2010, 41-42.
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* Through the Language Glass: Why the World Looks Different in Other
Languages (New York: Metropolitan Books/Henry Holt and Co., 2010).
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®> Eichah Rabbati 2:13.
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Persian Translation by Shirin D. Daghighian
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